
Guideline Language Requirement English   DAE 11-10-2024 

Design Academy Eindhoven has signed the Code of Conduct for International Students. This Code of 
Conduct guarantees the quality of higher education for international students. According to Dutch 
immigration legislation, the inclusion of an institution in the Code of Conduct Register is a requirement for 
attracting international students from outside the EU. Additionally, only students who enroll in an educational 
institution that has signed the 'Code of Conduct for International Students in Dutch Higher Education' (also 
known as the Code of Conduct) are eligible for a study visa. By signing the Code of Conduct, the educational 
institution is obliged to adhere to the provisions outlined therein. 

Language Test 

In addition to assessing language proficiency during the admission interview, the English language 
requirement for international students is designed to ensure the quality of education that future students at 
DAE can expect. The language requirement for international students applying to DAE is a certificate from a 
language test with a minimum score as outlined below. The scores for each educational level in the overview 
below are the minimum requirements of DAE for the English language test for prospective students. 

Name Type Minimum score BA & MA 
TOEFL Certificate* iBT Test at a test centre 80 
 iBT Test on paper 80 
IELTS* Academic 6.0 
TOEIC Listening and Reading Test + 

Speaking and Writing Test 
Listening and Reading: 865 
Speaking and Writing: 335 

Cambridge English English First (FCE) Grade B (scale 173 - 175) 
 First (FCE) Grade C (scale 169 - 172) 
LanguageCert LanguageCert Academic 65 
Pearson PTE Academic 61 

*TOEFL Home Edition and IELTS (Academic) Online are not accepted. 

Exemption from Language Test 

DAE exempts international students who have completed their prior education in English from taking a 
mandatory language test. This also applies to certain categories of students who provide other proof of 
sufficient English education in the programs they completed before enrolling at DAE. Below are the 
exemptions from the language test that DAE applies per program. 

Exemptions from the English language test for admission of students to the Bachelor: 

• Students who have obtained a secondary education diploma in the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, or Australia. 

• Students who have achieved the South African National Senior Certificate with English as their 
home language. 

• Students with an accredited international American high school diploma or British international 
GCSE/A-levels. 

• Students with the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma, the Caribbean Examinations Council 
certificate, or the European Baccalaureate with English as the first or second language. 

• Students with a secondary education diploma listed in the Nuffic Diploma List (see Appendix 1), 
including English as part of the curriculum. This applies only if you have actually taken English as 
an exam subject in your final year. 



All other students must submit proof of English proficiency by providing one of the above-mentioned 
certificates from an English language test. The costs for potentially needing to take a language test are the 
responsibility of the student. 

Exemptions from the English language test for admission of students to the Master: 

• Students who have obtained their bachelor's degree in the Netherlands. 
• Students who have obtained their bachelor's degree in the United Kingdom, the United States, 

Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, or Australia. 
• Students with a bachelor's degree from an English-taught program may apply for an exemption. 
• Students with an accredited international American or British Bachelor diploma. 

All other students must submit proof of English proficiency by providing one of the above-mentioned 
certificates from an English language test. The costs for potentially needing to take a language test are the 
responsibility of the student. 

If the international student does not meet the requirements set by the educational institution, the institution 
will notify the international student in writing and explain any refusal to admit or enroll the student. The 
institution will also indicate what legal remedies the international student can pursue regarding the refusal. 
This will be elaborated upon later. 

 

Procedure of Introducing the Language Requirement at DAE 

Each year, Student Administration will check based on the completed form filled out by prospective students 
whether they meet the language requirement based on previous education.  

For the Bachelor, the deadline for submitting information for assessment of compliance with the language 
requirement is April 14. For the Master, this deadline is April 21.  

After that, it is procedure that students who do not meet the language requirement are informed and 
subsequently submit their language test results via OSIRIS. When reviewing diplomas submitted later, the 
English language requirement (or test result) must also be checked by Student Administration. 

 

  



Appendix  I – Nuffic List 

 


